August 2, 2007
Cathryn Schaffer, Project Manager
Division of Land Use Regulation 
501 East State Street
P.O. Box 439

Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0439

(RE: file #0246-04-0003.1, Block #7706, Lot #1, Paramus Borough, Bergen County
R#0540, Soldier Hill Brook, Shamrock Creek, PRE 070001, MC Project #02-683D)

Dear Ms. Schaffer, Mr. Mazzei, and the NJ DEP,

A public hearing was held in Paramus on August 2, 2007, in reference to an application filed by JDME Acquisitions, LLC.  They have submitted a freshwater wetlands and stream encroachment application and applied for a hardship waiver.  I do not believe that a 1) General Permit Authorization, an 2) Individual Transition Area Waiver, and/or a 3) Major Stream Encroachment Permit in reference to said property (block #7706, lot #1) should be issued and do not feel that a “hardship waiver” should be granted.  Many are opposed to “Enchantment at Paramus”, as am I, and I further believe that this property must be protected and maintained as open space.

This 35+ acre parcel of environmentally sensitive land off of Soldier Hill Road is one of the largest remaining in Paramus, if not all of Bergen County.  This land helps absorb rainwater and prevent flooding in the area.  It is forested and comprised mainly of wetlands and is home to a number of wildlife species.  Soldier Hill Brook, a category-one watercourse, crosses this site.  It leads to the Musquapsink Brook and in turn the Oradell Reservoir, which supplies over 750,000 people with their drinking water.   

A previous “freshwater wetlands and stream encroachment application” was rejected (R#0540) and I recommend that you do not approve the issuance of permits and/or a hardship waiver.   Many have expressed their concerns about this development, or any additional building in this area.  The negatives of this proposal outweigh the benefits and a no build alternative should be considered.  The Borough of Paramus has filed a lawsuit against the property owner/developer and has made the protection of wetlands, open space, and pristine property a high priority of their administration.  I support this position and feel that this property should be left in its natural state.  
It is requested that the DEP strictly enforce their regulations that were created to help combat sprawl and protect our air, drinking water supplies, open space, and other vital natural resources. This property must be preserved and protected and maintained as open space for future generations to enjoy.  We must continue to work together on a local, county, and state level to combat over-development and protect our communities and environment.  

Sincerely,
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